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should be so treated, that only those should trade in
its waters to whom she, its mistress, graciously ac-
corded permission. The conclusion of the dispute
was that Liibeck made an alliance with the Danish
king, Frederick II., in which it was resolved to carry
on war against Sweden. The sister towns, apathetic
and most unwilling to fight, did not fail, however, to
obey the Danish king's mandate that they should
at once cease from all trade and intercourse with
Sweden.

On June 9, 1563, the Queen of the Hansa
issued her declaration of war against Eric XIV. of
Sweden. The king, to whom the document was
addressed, referred it with contempt to the magis-
trates of Stockholm, saying that " kings must write to
kings, but burghers and peasants should treat with
their peers."

But though Eric was so contemptuous, these
burghers, whom he professed to despise, were to
cause him some uncomfortable moments. Not in-
glorious for Liibeck was this last seven years' war
waged by her, and its results might have been of
some consequence had she been supported by the
whole League. But this was far from being the case.
Still she won several important victories, and on one
occasion captured the Swedish admiral's vessel In
the miclst of the hostilities Eric was deposed, and
here again would have been the Hansa's opportunity
had it known how to profit by it.

But in vain did Liibeck counsel union and implore
the other Baltic cities to make common cause and
crush the common enemy. They only replied com-